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For EVA 
(extra vehicular activities)
external tech elements 
are attached to the 
otherwise soft Biosuit 
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 "Signs Of Life" Story Beat       - Before The Mission -
STORY BEAT - EMOTIONAL BACKGROUND SCRIPT

 by Sara Teramo 
  

Location - Colonist ship’s Isolation pod  
Time - 3am 
 
Astronauts use the isolation pod to complete a series of body conditioning exercises 
and prepare for their tasks outside the ship. 
Rose is in a whirlwind of emotions but she knows she'll have to wear her EVA gear and 
leave the aircraft that morning for her most dangerous exploration yet. 
She may not come out of it alive and she knows it. 
 
Truth is: she always hated space. It swallowed her brother on a terraforming mission. 
She promised not to cut her hair until her younger brother spaceship was found. 
If it wasn't for that faint hope, she'd rather stayed behind on the doomed hearth. 
She still resented the space organization for enlisting kids like her brother and send 
them on dead-end discovery missions, which will last too many years for an adult. 
 
For her colony ship, coming back is not even an option. They are at the limit of their 
resources. They need to find another livable planet asap. There’s only one planet where 
their ship radars still detect signs of animal and vegetal life, and they may not have 
enough fuel to reach another. They landed on similar planets before and they lost many 
an explorer to the less than welcoming “life” they discovered. 
 
That's the mission Rose is "preparing" for... filling with shiny little spheres of tears the 
microgravity of the isolation pod. 
 
How bizarre that she was selected to be first planet explorer right because she seemed 
so unflinched by emotions. She was too good at faking composure and confidence. 
 
 The first explorer is the first person sent to test a planet surface before the mothership 
with the colonists get its ok for landing. So in case of immediate danger, there would be 
only one fatality.  
They made it sound like an eroic endevour but Rose felt ashamed because she didn't 
really believe in her mission. Enlisting was just her way to cope with her grief and the 
idea of dying in action filled her with a mix of fear and relief. 
 
She could not imagine this was the “start of the beginning” instead… 
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